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Foreword

Prof. P. Shekhar
Principal, Guru Nanak College, Dhanbad

The present volume contains a bunch of diverse critical writings —
about forty in number, implying, to me, a “journey through the
realms of gold” as John Keats would say. We can be in general
agreement that an anthology of diverse critical essays must itself be
literature to fulfil its purpose properly. The literary critic, to my
mind, has to get through both kinds of pursuits, ‘common and
uncommor’. Admittedly, this task is arduous, though prestigious as
well — and the consciousness of the latter part may help the critic

sustain his or her interest or pursuit.

All the critical essays included in this volume are part of the
presentation made by the authors in a two-days National Seminar
on “Imagining the World: Literature, Philosophy, Myth and
Reality” at our College. The editor has carefully organised the order
of the essays. To keep to the practical side of the job, let us say in all
fairness that the editor must select the pieces and the authors with
love and care — must handle both attachment and detachment
judiciously.

And a literary fact is a verbal artefact, having some linguistic
complexity. However, some verbal artefacts may prove to be less
memorable than others — and many (for that matter) be discarded
following a closer scrutiny. This, I believe, is an important aspect of
the editing (critical processing?) which one may hasten to endorse
direct from experience.
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